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Some data

Geographical scope:

- 30 countries (EU 27)

Volume:

- Approx. 12+ million movements per year*

- Approx. 33+ thousand of movements in NCTS per business day*

* Community transit + common transit
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A main characteristic of the common transit procedure

One single procedure from start to finish
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Compare to the TIR Convention based on a series of 

standardized national transit procedures
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Treaty of Rome (1957)

establishes the European Economic 

Community based on a customs 

union with a common customs tariff 

(achieved in 1968)
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A single Customs Union but national fiscal territories required 
internal facilitation : Community transit procedure

MS 1 MS 2 MS 3 MS 4

MS 5 MS 6 MS 7 MS 8

MS 9 MS 10 MS 11 MS 12

EU goods (free circulation) : 

Non-EU goods:
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Historical development

1968 The Community introduces ‘Community transit’

1972 Separate transit agreements between the European Community and Austria     
and the European Community and Switzerland

1987 Convention on a common transit procedure / SAD Convention between the 
European Community and all EFTA countries (Austria, Iceland, Norway, 
Switzerland)

1996 Conventions are extended to the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and the 
Slovak Republic

2006 Conventions are extended to Romania 

For many countries a part of the EU pre-accession process!



European Commission /
Taxation and Customs Union

7

Extension of Community transit to neighbouring countries: 
common transit procedure (starting 1972)

IS MS 1 MS 2 MS 3 Third 

country

NO MS 5 CH (+ LI) MS 6 Third 

country

Third 

country

MS 6 MS 7 MS 8 Third 

country

EU goods (free circulation) : 

Non-EU goods:
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Accession to the Conventions

• A country must be invited by the Joint Committee

• Formal accession procedure is described in Articles 15.5 and 15a of the 

Convention on a common transit procedures (Articles 11.5 and 11a of the SAD 

convention)

• Communication (COM(2001)289 of 31.5.2001) sets out the general conditions 

that must be met
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General conditions for accession

• Ability to implement the whole acquis:

- adopt the legal provisions;

- have the operational administrative structure in place;

- a computerised transit system (NCTS);

- connection to the CCN/CSI network linking all Contracting Parties (separate 

Convention)
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Accession in practice

• A country signals its interest in joining the Conventions

• A country may receive technical assistance (f.e. on gap analysis, 
software development, twinning, financing, Customs 2007, etc.)

• The country may be granted (informal) observer status in the 
EC/EFTA Joint committee and working party and Electronic Customs 
Group (NCTS)

• The country communicates that all conditions have been met

• Evaluation by Contracting Parties to see if conditions are met

• Formal invitation to join and accession process (country becomes a 
formal observer)

• Accession effective on the first day of the second month following 
date of lodging the intrument of accession
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Thank you

Website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/customs/procedural_aspects/transit/common_
community/index_en.htm

- Legislation

- Transit Manual

- Brochure

Name: Louis KUHNEN

Telephone: +32-2-295.04.65

E-mail: Louis.Kuhnen@ec.europa.eu
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